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Art Unit: 3682 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

3. In claims 3 and 5, it is unclear how the bicycle frame is part of the 
derailleur. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 1,2,4, and 6-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Juy (US 3,1 1 1 ,855). 

Juy discloses a bicycle derailleur adapted to mount to a threaded shaft 
that fixes the derailleur to a bicycle frame (inherent), wherein the derailleur 
comprises: a base member (1 ) including an engagement member (1 1 ) for 
nonrotatably engaging the bicycle frame; a threaded member (9) coupled to the 
base member for engaging the threaded shaft; a chain guide (18, 19); and a 
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coupling mechanism (5,6,1 1,15) coupled between the base member and the 
chain guide so that the chain guide moves relative to the base member (see Figs 
3 and 4). 

Re claim 2, the threaded member (9) comprises a female threaded 
member. 

Re claim 4, the engagement member comprises a projection that engages 
the bicycle frame (see Fig 1 ). 

Re claim 6, the coupling mechanism comprises: a movable member that 
pivotably supports the chain guide; and a link mechanism adapted to be 
connected to a shift cable assembly so that the link mechanism moves in 
response to movement of the shift cable (see Fig 6). 

Re claim 7, the shift cable assembly comprises an inner wire that slides 
within an outer casing, and wherein the link mechanism comprises: a first link 
member having a first end and a second end; a second link member having a 
first end and a second end; wherein the first end of the first link member is 
pivotably coupled to the base member; wherein the second end of the first link 
member is pivotably coupled to the movable member; wherein the first end of the 
second link member is pivotably coupled to the base member; wherein the 
second end of the second link member is pivotably coupled to the movable 
member; an inner wire mounting unit disposed one of the first and second link 
members for mounting the inner wire of the shift cable assembly; and a biasing 
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member that biases the movable member relative to the base member (see Fig 
6). 

Re claim 8, the base member comprises: a first base member body (1) 
adapted to be mounted to the frame; a second base member body (3) rotatably 
supported by the first base member body; and wherein the second base member 
body is supported at first and second lateral locations, and wherein the first base 
member body supports at least one of the first and second lateral locations of the 
second base member body (see Fig 3). 

Re claim 9, the first base member body supports the first and second 
lateral locations of the second base member body (see Fig 3). 

Re claim 10, a rotation restricting mechanism (8) that restricts rotation of 
the second base member body relative to the first base member body. 

Re claim 1 1 , the rotation restricting mechanism comprises: a first rotation 
restricting component (8 2 ); and a second rotation restricting component (1); 
wherein the first rotation restricting component engages the second rotation 
restricting component to restrict counterclockwise rotation of the second base 
member body relative to the first base member body (col. 3 lines 13-16). 

Re claim 12, a biasing unit (10) that biases the second base member body 
clockwise relative to the first base member body. 

Re claim 13, the threaded member comprises a female threaded nut 
member (9). 
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Re claim 14, the base member includes a nut mounting member (7), and 
further comprising a rotation restricting mechanism (7 3 ) that restricts rotation of 
the nut member relative to the nut mounting member. 

Re claim 15, the rotation restricting mechanism comprises a projection (7 3 ) 
disposed on one of the nut member and the nut mounting member and a 
concavity (unnumbered, see Fig 5) disposed on the other one of the nut member 
and the nut mounting member, wherein the projection engages the concavity 
(see Fig 5). 

Re claim 16, the rotation restricting mechanism comprises: a first pair of 
abutments that restrict rotation of the nut member relative to the nut mounting 
member in one of a clockwise direction and a counterclockwise direction; and a 
second pair of abutments that restrict rotation of the nut member relative to the 
nut mounting member in the other one of the clockwise direction and the 
counterclockwise direction (see Fig 5). 

Re claim 17, the rotation restricting mechanism comprises a projection 
disposed on one of the nut member and the nut mounting member and a 
concavity disposed on the other one of the nut member and the nut mounting 
member, wherein the projection engages the concavity (see Fig 5). 

Re claim 18, the first pair of abutments and the second pair of abutments 
are formed by the projection and the concavity (see Fig 5). 
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Re claim 19, the first pair of abutments are formed in part by a first 
circumferential face of the projection, and wherein the second pair of abutments 
are formed in part by a second circumferential face of the projection opposite the 
first circumferential face of the projection (see Fig 19). 

Re claim 20, the nut member is at least partially disposed in the nut 
mounting member (the threads of the nut are inside the threads of the nut 
mounting member (7)). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

2004/0254038 Chamberlain et al (derailleur) 
4,690,663 Nagano (derailleur) 

5,498,211 Hsu (derailleur) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

* 

the examiner should be directed to Vicky A. Johnson whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7106. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 
(7:00a-3:30p). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6217. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). r ^ 
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